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October  16,  1979 


Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task  Force 
c/o  Quincy  Community  School 
885  Hashington  Street 
Boston.  flA' 02111 


U.S.  Dept.  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
Office  of  Community  Planning  and  Development 
John  F.  Kennedy  Federal  Building 
Boston,  MA  02203 

Dear  Sir/Madam: 

We,  the  Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task 
express  our  concern  regarding  the  two  applications 
to  build  housing  in  Chinatown:  One  from  the  Chinese 
Corporation  for  48  units  at  13-21  Oxford  Street  and 
David  Wong  for  19  units  at  the  corner  of  Beach  and 
organization  which  has  grown  out  of  a  struggle  to  c 
housing  in  the  Chinatown  area  (See  Appendix  I  for  a 
Task  Force),  we  are  seriously  concerned  about  what 
of  responsiveness  of  those  applications  to  the  real 
cost,  large-family  units  in  Chinatown, 
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While  the  population  has  been  steadily  increasing  over  the  past  15  years, 
the  housing  stock  has  been  continuously  reduced  as  result  of  construction 
of  the  Southeast  Expressway  and  the  Mass  Turnpike  Extension  and 
expansion  by  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center.  These  developments  have 
led  to  an  increasingly  critical  shortage  of  low-cost  family  housing  in 
the  local  area.  In  addition,  recent  changes  in  the  emigration  policies 
of  the  People's  Republic  of  China  and  the  immigration  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  last  nine  months  have  raised  the  immigration  rate  of 
Chinese  into  Boston  exponentially.  Compounding  the  situation  in  this 
city  are  the  estimated  14,000  Vietnamese  boat  people,  most  of  whom  are 
ethnic  Chinese,  who  are  entering  this  country  each  month.  This 
increasingly  greater  influx  of  people  will  aggravate  the  already- 
critical  demand  for  low-cost  family  housing  in  the  immediate  future. 


Not  only  vnll  this  increased  demand,  which  results  from  an  estimated  20% 
annual  increase  in  the  Boston  Chinese  population,  tax  the  already- 
overburdened  housing  market,  but  also  further  inflate  the  high  rents  in 
the  area.  Clearly,  the  highest  priority  in  Chinatown  is  the  development 
of  many  more  low-cost  family  units  for  residents. 

Unfortunately,  the  housing  situation  in  Chinatown  is  further  complicated 
by  the  limited  land  resources  available  for  housing  within  the  area.  Not 
only  has  much  land  already  been  transformed  from  housing  to  institutional 
and/or  commercial  use  in  Chinatown,  but  the  vast  majority  of  those  few 
remaining  potential  sites  appear  to  have  been  designated,  formally  or 
informally,  to  Tufts-New  England  !>'edical  Center  for  further  expansion. 
Although  the  Task  Force  has  been  making  and  will  continue  to  make 
strenuous  efforts  through  a  series  of  public  meetings  as  well  as  through 
various  agency  and  organizational  channels  to  identify  and  reclaim  those 
sites  which  can  be  used  to  develop  housing  (See  Appendix  III,  the 
Chinatown  Housing  Plan  (CHOP)  for  the  description  of  six  potential  sites), 
it  is  still  clear  that,  even  if  some  or  all  of  these  sites  were 
successfully  reclaimed,  housing  development  in  Boston's  Chinatown  is 
still  extremely  limited.  Every  inch  of  available  land  must  be  used  for 
the  building  of  suitable  and  acceptable  family  housing  which  is 
commensurate  with  the  income  of  this  community  if  this  highest  priority 
of  the  people  is  to  be  fully  met. 

As  we  understand,  the  present  CEDC  application  provides  for  30  one- 
bedroom  apartments  (out  of  a  total  of  48  units)  and  Mr.  Wong's 
application  provides  for  16  one-bedroom  apartments  (out  of  a  total  of  19 
units).  These  proposals  simply  do  not  meet  the  overwhelming  need  of  the 
Chinese  population  for  low-cost  family-sized  units.  From  our  own  surveys 
as  well  as  information  obtained  from  other  members  of  the  Chinatown 
community,  it  is  clear  that  2-, 3-,  and  4-bedroom  units  are  needed  to 
accommodate  the  typical  extended  Chinese  families  and  not  single-bedroom.^ 
units  which  tend  to  meet  the  needs  of  transient  young  professionals. 

In  addition,  unless  the  units  are  100%  subsidized,  the  proposed  rents  are 
simply  out  of  the  range  of  the  majority  of  working  families  in  Chinatown. 
Therefore,  we  feel  that  it  is  critical  for  all  units  to  be  tied  to 
Section  8  subsidies;  otherwise  the  apartments  can  be  afforded  only  by 
higher-income  professionals  and  the  sites  ivould  be  pre-empted  from  the 
development  of  housing  which  a  working  population  desperately  needs.  We 
strongly  recommend  that  100%  of  the  units  be  subsidized  under  Section  8 
funding  and  that  the  developers  work  with  HUD  and  the  community  to 
redesign  the  plans  to  include  a  larger  number  of  2-,  3-,  and  4-bedroom 
units. 

Since  its  inception,  the  Task  Force  has  been  dedicated  to  the  proposal 
that  all  new  housing  in  the  community  be  built  in  a  socially  responsible 
manner,  that  the  builders  take  into  account  the  community's  needs  before, 
not  after  construction.  Therefore,  we  have  entered  into  agreements  with 
developers,  such  as  Mr.  Stanley  Chin  on  his  current  housing  project  on 
the  C-1  and  C-8  sites,  to  create  three  community  oversight  committees  to 
guarantee  community  input  into  those  projects  built  with  public  funds; 


2. 


1.  A  Community  Project  Design  Reviev/  Coniim'ttee  vjhich  v^ould  be 
empowered  to  review  and  approve  the  final  design  regarding  apartment 
mix  and  provision  for  community  space; 

2.  A  Community  Tenant  Selection  Coir.mitteo  which  v/ould  guarantee 
that  the  neediest  people,  as  judged  by  community  standards,  would 
receive  priority  for  the  newly  available  housing  units; 

3.  A  Community  Hiring  Practices  Oversight  Community  that  would 
guarantee  that  the  construction  and  management  of  the  project  be  done 
in  line  with  Federal  Affirmative  Action  guidelines  and  in  line  with 
the  needs  of  the  community  to  train  and  employ  as  many  of  its  own 
members  as  possible  on  publicly  funded  projects  within  the  community. 

We  believe  that  the  goals  of  these  committees  are  consistent  with 
these  of  the  HUD  to  encourage  coirjiiunity  participation  in  the  development 
process.  The  Task  Force,  therefore,  requests  that  HUD  not  grant 
approval  to  these  projects  until  the  developers  guarantee  that  these 
three  additional  conditions  will  be  met. 

We  hope  that  in  putting  forward  these  suggestions,  we  have  clarified 
the  actual  situation  and  the  actual  needs  of  the  community  and  liavc 
provided  you  with  the  necessary  information  on  the  CEDC  and  Mr.  Hong's 
proposals.  We  hope  that  you  will  decide  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  community. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  suggestions  or  if  you  would  like  to  meet 
with  us  regarding  our  recommendations,  please  feel  free  to  give  us  a 
call.  You  can  call   Davis  Ja  482-7555 

Vincent  Lee  482-7555 

Richard  Levy  426-0628. 
We  would  be  glad  to  discuss  these  issues  with  you.  He  also  have 
regular  and  sustained  contact  with  the  larger  Chinatown  community  if   < 
you  seek  access  to  them.  He  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

Thank  you. 

.'      -^    A   - 

Vincent  Lee 


Richard  Levy 

for  the  Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task  Force 


cc:  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

^Office  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Sampan  Newspaper 


APPENDIX  I 
SHORT  HISTORY  OF  .THE  CHINATOWN  HOUSING  AND  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  TASK  FORCE 

The  Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task  Force  came  into  being  as  part 
of  a  struggle  to  maintain  a  plot  of  land  at  32-34  Oak  Street  -  which  had  been  used 
over  the  years  as  a  site  for  a  day  care  center,  English  classes,  etc.  -  for  future 
community  use  in  face  of  and  agreement  between  the  Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center, 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  a  private  developer  to  destroy  the  existing 
building  and  build  a  300  car  parking  garage  for  the  medical  center  topped  with  140 
units  of  housing.  The  Task  Force  was  instrumental  in  demanding  that  there  be  coumunity 
input  into  decisions  regarding  such  crucial  issues  as  the  use  of  the  limited  land 
supply  in  Chinatown  and  the  development  of  housing  in  the  area.  As  a  result  of  the 
community's  opposition  to  Tufts  New  Engalnd  Medical  Center's  arrogation  of  this  land 
for  its  own  use.  Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center  withdrew  its  support  for  the 
project  as  a  whole,  arguing  that  without  the  garage,  it  would  not  support  the  housing. 
The  medical  center's  withdrawal  totally  undermined  the  project  inasmuch  as  it  owned 
a  significant  portion  of  the  land  on  which  the  project  was  to  be  built. 

In  the  next  several  months,  through  a  series  of  negotiations  with  various 
agencies  and  organizations  ai.d  through  a  series  of  steps  in  community  self-  organizing 
(including  numerous  bilingual  public  meetings,  a  petition  with  over  1800  s"'gnatures 
(representing  some  ^07o   of  the  adult  Chinese  population  in  the  Chinatown  South  End 
area)  and  a  public  demonstration),  the  Task  Force  was  able  to  play  a  leading  role 
in  locating  and  securing  an  alternative  site  for  these  crucially  needed  subsidized 
housing  units  and  in  moving  significantly  closer  tov/ards  guaranteeing  community 
input  into  project  esign,  tenant  selection  and  hiring  practices. 

As  a  result  of  these  processes,  tlie  Task  Force  became  more  and  more  familiar 
with  the  needs,  possibilities  and  limitations  on  housing  in  the  Chinatown  South  End 
area  and  began  to  assist  the  community  more  and  more  in  organizing  itself  to  demand 
that  these  needs  be  met. 

In  the  last  year,  the  Task  Force's  activities  and  accomplishments  have  included: 

1.  Establishment  of  an  ongoing  liaison  with  various  community  and  governmental 
agencies,  including  the  BOston  Redevlopment  Authority,  Massachusetts  Ccmmission  ■ 
Against  Discrimination,  the  Mayor's  Office,  etc. 

2.  The  Task  Force  was  instrumental  in  forcing  the  publication  of  the  Tifts 

New  England  Medical  Center's  "Master  Plan"  for  the  development  of  the  Chinatov/n  area 
so  that  the  community  could  begin  to  know  what  the  medical  center  planned  to  do  and 
could  begin  to  make  its  own  plans  for  the  future  of  Chinatown. 

3.  The  Task  Force  functioned  as  a  catalyst  in  organizing  the  community  to  gather 
its  own  resources  and  begin  to  develop  its  own  plans  and  strategies  for  housing  and 
land  usage  in  Chinatown. 

4.  The  Task  Force  drew  up  and  circulated  a  petition  demanding  more  community 
participation  and  comjiijnity  rights  in  housing  decisions  effecting  Chinatown  (the 
petition  reived  over  1800  signatures  in  a  four  week  period). 

5.  The  Task  Force  oaganized  a  demonstration  of  over  200  people  (the  first  public 
demonstration  in  over  20  years  of  Chinatown  history)  to  demand  that  the  Tufts  New 
Engalnd  Medical  Center  stop  its  expandsion  and  that  the  medical  Center  and  the 

BRA  begint  q  meet  their  obligations  towards  developing  community  housing  within 
Chinatown. 

6.  The  Task  Force  organized  and  ran  numerous  bilingual  public  educational 
meetings  and  projects  on  the  housing  situation  in  Chinatown,  tenants  rights,  etc. 


APPENDIX  I 
SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  CNIATOUN  HOUSING  AND  ALND  DEVELOPMENT  TASK  FORCE  (II) 

7.  The  Task  Force  assisted  tenants  in  organizing  themselves  to  prevent  their 
eviction  from  their  homes  wihtout  any  compensation  by  the  Tufts  New  England  Medical 
Center  as  it  moved  to  continue  its  expansion  in  complete  disregrad  of  community  hosing 
needs. 

8.  The  Task  Force  undertook  responsibility  for  drafting  of  an  initial  community 
housing  plan  (CHOP)  (Appendix  III). 

9.  The  Task  Force  has  recently  circulated  anotherpetition  demanding  that  the 
BRA,  the  Tufts  New  Engalnd  Medical  Center  and  the  Federal  Government  bring  their 
resources  to  bear  to  provide  low  rent  fainilt  housing  on  the  six  sites  laid  out  in 
the  CHOP.  This  petition  has  laready  been  signed  by  over  1300  people  in  less  than 
three  weeks. 

10.  The  Task  Force  has  expanded  its  membership  to  include  approximately  40 
active  members,  all  of  v/hom  are  either  community  residents  or  people  who  v;ork  in 
the  community  or  both;  including  approximately  15  monolingual  Chinese  members, 
10-15  bilingual  members  and  10-15  monolingual  English  members. 
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I  APPENDIX  II 
BREAKDOWN  OF  CHINATOWN  POPULATION  AND  HOUSING  SITUATION 

I.  Popu'atior! 

A.  There  are  an  estimated  15,000  Chinese-Americans  in  the  Boston  area:  6,000 
in  the  Chinatown  area,  another  3,000  in  the  South  End  and  the  remainder  in  metro- 
politan Boston. 

B.  From  the  mid-i950's  to  the  mid-1970's,  CHinatown's  population  doubled.  It 
is  estimated  that  this  year,  the  population  v/ill  increse  another  20X. 

i;i  C.  The  imkigrants  of  the  1970's  tend  to  be  much  younger  (ages  1-39)  and  v;ill 
lower  the  average  age  of  the  Chinese  population  in  Chinatown. 

D.  Almost  half  of  all  Chinese  in  Boston  are  new  immigrants. 

E.  More  than  80?-^  of  the  Chinese  in  Boston  are  foreign-born,  are  primarily 
permanent  residents  (aliens  who  can  not  votes),  and  have  only  limited  knowledge  of 
English. 

F.  707o   have  less  than  an  eighth  grade  education. 

G.  More  than  75%  of  allworking  Chinese  males  are  employed  in  restaurants  and 
laundries.  For  reasons  of  access  to  these  jobs,  housing  in  the  Chinatown  area  is 
a  significant  priority. 

Slightly  less  than  75%  of  all  working  Chinese  females  are  employed  in  the 
garment  industry. 

H.  The  median  family  income  in  Chinatown  is  $5,100  as  opposed  to  a  city-wide 
average  of  S9,133. 

I.  48%  of  the  families  in  Chinatown  have  an  income  of  less  than  $5,000  compared 
to  a  city-wide  avergae  of  22%. 

II.  Housiiig 

A.  Boston's  Chinatown  lost  1200  units  of  housing  in  the  early  and  mid-1960's  with 
the  construction  of  the  Southeast  Expressway,  the  Mass  Turnpike  extension  and  the 
expansion  of  the  Tufts  New  England  Medical  Center. 

B.  50-75%  of  the  existing  housing  in  Chinatown  is  in  need  of  rehabilitation 
costing  in  excess  of  $1,000  as  opposed  to  a  city-wide  average  of  31%.         •? 

C.  60%  of  Chinatown's  housing  is  deteroi rated,  another  15%  is  dilipated  as 
opposed  to  a  city-wide  average  of  14%. 

D.  78%  of  the  housing  in  Chinatown  is  overcrowded  as  opposed  o  a  city-wide 
average  of  8%. 

E.  The  three  newest  housing  project  in  the  Chinatown  area,  with  a  total  of 
680  units,  have  over  1,200  names  on  their  wiating  lists. 

III.  Area 

A.  From  1938  to  1965,  the  land  area  of  Chinatown  was  reduced  from  28.5  acres  to 
19. S  acres. 
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CHINATOWN  HOUSING  PLAN  (CHOP) 
HOUSING  FOR  THt  CHINATOWN  COMMUNITY 


The  Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task  Force  is  attempting  to 
organize  the  Chinese  people  into  recognizing  their  rights  for  adequate  and  low- 
income  housing.   Increasing  population  and  institutional  and  commercial  encroach- 
ment in  the  Chinatown-South  Cov2  conimunity  have  created  a  desperate  shortage  of 
fami ly  housi  ng . 

Much  of  the  population  growth  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  due  to  recent 
immigration  of  Chinese  fro.ii  Hong  Kong,  the  People's  Republic  of  China  and  Vietnam. 
Various  estimates  of  this  growth  range  from  300  to  ^iSO  new  arrivals  per  year. 
Many  of  these  recent  arrivals  are  families  with  large  numbers  of  children. 
Because  of  the  extreme  cultural  difference,  many  of  the  immigrants  are  emotionally 
and  physically  upset  by  their  new  environment.   In  order  to  survive,  adopt  and 
communicate,  Chinatown  is  the  only  community  in  which  they  find  safety,  community 
support  and  strength. 

The  extremely  dense  housing  conditions  presently  in  Chinatown  have  reached 
a  crisis  stage.   According  to  tb?.   Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA),  78^  of 
Chinatown's  housing  is  overcrowded,  compared  to  the  citywide  figure  of  only  8^. 
In  addition,  72%   of  Chinatown's  housing  was  considered  to  be  deteriorated  or 
dilapidated  in  I969,  compared  to  1^*^  for  the  rest  of  the  city.   The  number  of 
persons  on  the  waiting  list  for  the  four  low-income  housing  projects  in  Chinatown 
(Tai  Tung,  Mass  Pike  Towers,  Castle  Squcre  and  Quincy  Tower)  is  estimated  to  be 
2,100  families  ^nd  individuals.   Dsspite  the  desperate  need  for  housing,  the 
last  two  decades  have  seen  Chinatown  reduced  substantially,  with  1,200  housing 
units  lost  d'le  to  construction  of  the.  Expressway,  Mass  Pike  Extension,  and  the 
expansion  of  the  encroaching  Tufts-New  England  Medical  complex.   Chinatown's 
total  land  has  been  reduced  3U,  from  28.5  to  19-8  acres. 

More  recently,  major  developments  on  the  boundaries  of  Chinatown  have 
escalated  the  land  values  withi.i  Chinatown,  leading  to  land  hoarding  and  specula- 
tion.  These  include  the  Lafayttta  Place  development  and  the  South  Station  devel- 
opment to  the  north,  the  Park  Plaza  development  to  the  west,  the  Central  Artery 
depression  of  the  JFK  Expressway  to  the  east,  and  the  construction  of  the  MBTA 
Orange  Line  to  the  south.   The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  also  proposed 
a  nutrition  center  to  be  built  on  Stuart  Street. 

Finally,  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center  has  attempted  to  purchase  yet 
four  more  buildings  In  Chinatown  to  continue  their  expansionist  goals.   The 
buildings  at  28  Harvard  Street  and  135-137  Harrison  Avenue  at  one  time  contained 
over  24  units  of  family  and  individual  housing.   Yet  again  Tuft-New  England 
Medical  Center  is  attempting  to  evict  che  tenants  and  tear  down  the  existing 
housing. 

The  Chinatown  Housing  and  Land  Development  Task  Force  has  drawn  up  a  plan 
for  family  housing  to  address  the  growing  need  for  housing  in  Chinatown.   Within 
this  plan  we  are  attempting  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  six  different  land 
sites  for  development.   Each  of  these  sites  has  great  potential,  although  devel- 
opment of  any  land  will  not  occur  without  strong  support  from  the  Chinese  people. 
We  strongly  urge  the  Chinese  community  to  join  the  Task  Force  in  an  attempt  to 
Stop  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center  and  other  institutions  and  to  support  the 
struggle  for  low-income  family  housing  in  Chinatown. 

For  more  information  you  can  write  to  us  at:   Chinatov'vn  Housing  and  Land 
Development  Task  Force,  c/o  Quincy  Community  :^chool ,  885  Washington  Street, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 ;  or  cal 1 

August  1979 
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SITE  #1:   POSNZR  HALL  -  PARKi;;:  LOT 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Hamsrn,  Oak,  Tyl-f,  H^:rvard 

SIZE:  lOQOOO  square  feet  (estimated) 

OWNERS;  Tufts-New  Liglsnd  fledlcal  Center;  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority; 
private  cwnei- 

TYPE  OF  HCUSIKG  PRC^OStD:   Family--?.,  3,  ^)  bodroo.n 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

This  rectangular  site  is  currently  Ov;cupied  by  Tufts'  Posner  Hall 
(a  dormitory,  a  handicapped  clinic  and  an  aed i tori  urn) .   The  largest  portion 
of  the  site  is  used  as  a  parking  lot  with  an  eastern  portion  containing 
two  privately-owned  housing  lots  with  comimercial  use  on  the  first  floor. 
This  site  is  i.Timedlately  opposite  (west)  of  Tufts-New  England  Medical 
Center's  Rehabi i i tat icn  Building.   Its  northern  boundary  on  Harvard  Street 
faces  Tufts'  Medical  and  Dintal  Liorary  building.   The  eastern  boundary  on 
Tyler  faces  privately-owned  townhouses.   The  southern  boundary  on  Oak  faces 
the  200-unit  ^ai  Tung  housing  development. 

The  site  is  within  a  block  cf  comminity  services  such  as  the  Quincy 
Community  Schcoi,  YMCA,  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center.   It  is  within 
two  blocks  of  the  main  shopping  area  of  Chinatown.   For  both  working  men 
and  women  it  is  easily  accessible  to  g^rm^nt  industries  and  to  the  pick-up 
and  drop-off  renter  (Berch  Street)  of  restaurant  workers.   In  addition,  it 
lies  four  blocks  away  from  r.ssex  Station  cf  the  MBTA.   Traffic  is  generally 
light  with  th'2  exception  of  Harrison  Street  which  has  a   higher  level  of 
traffic  due  to  the  hospital.   The. noise  level  is  fair  with  the  exception 
of  emergency  vehicles  outside  the  emergency  clinic  of  T-NEMC. 

SUITABILITY 

This  site  is  the  largest  site  available  in  the  Chinatown  area  and 
the  best  suited  for  a  large  development  of  family  housing.   To  reduce 
congestion  and  noise,  any  housing  tevelopment  on  this  site  should  face 
Tyler  Street,  with  the  back  facing  T-NEMC. 
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SITE  #2:   OAK-NASSAU 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Oak,  Nassau,  Ash,  Harrison 

SIZE:  65,000  square  feet 

OWNERS:   Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center;  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
TYPE  OF  HOUSING  PROPOSED:   Family--2,  3,  h   bedroom 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


This  lar 
parking  spaces 
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Harrison,  is  us 
across  from  Pos 
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facilities.  Ha 
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SUITABILITY 


ge  rectangular  site  is  presently  occupied  by  office  and 
owned  by  T~NEMC;  a  small  portion  of  the  parcel,  3^-36  Oak 

by  the  Quincy  Community  School  and  another  portion,  199 
ed  by  the  Boston  Chinese  Y.E.S.   This  site  is  immedfately 
ner  Hall  on  Harrison,  while  on  Oak  it  faces  privately- 

cel  is  close  to  shopping,  transportation  and  community 
rrison  Avenue  leads  to  the  commercial  area  of  Chinatown 
sites,  pick-up  and  drop-off  points  of  many  Chinese  men 
nt  and  restaurant  workers.   The  Essex  MBTA  station  is 
incy  Community  School  and  the  South  Cove  Community  Health 
block  west  on  Oak  Street. 


This  site  is  a  large  parcel  fit  for  large  family  housing  units,  away 
from  the  more  heavily  trafficked  areas  of  Chinatown.   Although  the  Orange 
MBTA  elevated  line,  which  rises  at  Nassau  Street,  presently  creates  noise 
problems,  once  it  is  torn  down  the  site  has  much  potential  for  development. 
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SITE  #3:   PARCEL  R3-R3A 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Harrison,  Marginal  '^oad  ,  Washington,  Oak,  Johnny  Court 

SIZE:   R3  =  67,800  square  Feet;  R3A  =  3>,300  square  feet 

OWNER:   Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

TYPE  OF  HOUSING  PROPOSED:   Family--2,  3,  ^4  brdroom 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

-  This  is  a  generally  rectangular  site  with  an  eastern  portion  occupied 
by  the  new  Chinese  Evangelical  Church.   Another  portion  of  the  site  is 
occupied  by  a  large  building  used  commercially  and  by  the  Boys'  Club.   The 
remainder  of  the  land  is  open  space.   The  sites,  however,  are  divided  by  the 
elevated  Orange  Line  which  is  expected  to  be  taken  down  in  3  to  5  years. 
The  site  is  surrounded  by  the  Mass  Pike  to  the  south,  the  Quincy  Community 
Complex  to  the  west,  Don  Bosco  Technical  School,  a  parking  lot  and  private 
homes  on  Johnny  Court  to  the  north,  and  finally  Tai  Tung  Village  t6  the  east. 

This  s,t2  is  accessible  to  community  services  (Quincy  Community  Complex), 
neighborhood  shopping  and  restaurants.   It  is  four  blocks  from  the  Essex  MBTA 
and  within  easy  walking  distance  to  central  Chinatown.   The  traffic  level  is 
moderate. 

SUITABILITY 

Although  the  combined  sites  of  R3-R3A  is  a  sizable  parcel,  it  v/ill 
only  be  apiiropriotc  for  development  aftei'  the  elevated  Orange  Line  tracks 
arc  taken  down.   In  addition,  the  Boys'  Club,  a  community  organization, 
presently  occupies  one  portion  of  this  site.   Furthermore,  the  Chinatown 
YMCA  has  planned  10  relocate  on  this  site.   Several  options  arv;  available 
to  them--t'io  YMCA  may  relocate  to  thir,  site  or  r(>1ocate  olsiwhcre  (such  ,ts 
the  UR  32r  site  in  the-  South  End),  Irivinf;  R3-R3A  for  housing.   Anothof 
option  is  for  joint  use  of  the  site  for  housim  and  for  th£^.  YMCA.   If  the 
YMCA  does  in  fact  relocate  to  R3-R3A,  the  YMCA's  present  site  Parcel  R! 
will  be  available  for  housing.   .  ~^ 
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SITE  ffk:      PARCEL  R1 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Hudson,  Harvard,  Tyler,  Kneeland 

SIZE:   19,335  square  feet 

OWNERS:   Boston  Redevelopment  Authority;  First  Christ  Church 

TYPE  OF  HOUSING  PROPOSED:   Family--2,  3,  k   bedroom 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

This  rectangular  site  is  presently  occupied  by  the  South  Cove 
YMCA's  office  and  playground  (yellow  bubble),  several  townhouses,  a 
parking  lot,  and  a  garment  warehouse  on  the  Kneeland  Street  site.  4t  is 
across  from  the  T-NEMC  Medical  and  Dental  Building  on  Tyler,  and  across 
from  the  Mass  Pike  on  Hudson.   Beach  Street  is  a  block  away  and  the 
Essex  MBTA  station  is  a  short  walk  from  there.   The  Quincy  Community 
Complex  is  six  blocks  away,  south  on  Tyler  and  west  on  Oak  Street. 

SUITABILITY 

The  noise  and  traffic  from  the  Mass  Pike  may  make  this  site  less 
desirable  for  housing.   Any  housing  development  which  would  be  built 
would  face  Tyler  Street  to  reduce  congestion  and  noise,  and  for  easy 
access  to  shopping,  transportation  and  community  facilities.   The  YMCA 
has  plans  to  relocate  to  Parcel  R3-R3A  which  is  also  a  potential  site 
for  family  housing.   This  would  make  Parcel  Rl  a  suitable  site  for  develop- 
ment although  the  First  Christ  Church  rejected  a  housing  proposal  in  the 
past.   If  Parcel  R3-R3A  is  used  for  housing  the  YMCA  may  want  to  stay  on 
this  site  or  move  to  the  UR  32C  site  in  the  South  End. 
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SITE  ii':>:      HARVARD  -  KNEE  LAND 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Harvard.  Kneel  and,  Harrison 

SIZE:   9,000  square  feet  (estinated) 

OWNER:   St.  James  Church,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Roddoy 

TYPE  OF  HOUSING  PROPOSED:   family--?.,  3,  U   bedroom 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

This  is  a  rectangular  site  on  the  same  block  as  St.  James  Church.   The 
site  currently  contains  the  church's  rectory,  several  townhouses,  and  a 
parking  lot.   It  is  opposite  the  Tufts  Rehabilitation  Building  on  Harvard 
and  across  Tufts'  Medical  and  Dental  Librirv  on  Harriscn.   It  is  a'lso 
diagonally  across  from  the  Posner  Hall-Parking  Lot  Site  ll\  . 

The  site  is  convenient  to  community  facilities  such  as  the  Quincy 
Community  Complex,  the  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  and  the  YMCA. 
It  is  only  a  block  from  Beach  St reet--close  to  the  garment  industries, 
restaurants  ond  rjrocery  slorrs  in  central  Cb  inatdv/n .   The  Essex  MBTA 
station  is  only  three  blocks  away. 

SUITABILITY 


This  site  i  s  wc  1 1  suited  for  housing  as  i  i  is  av^ay  from  the  more 
congested  areas  <.<\    Chinatovvn,  yot  still  closf  to  community  services.   Any 
housing  built  on  the  '^ile  would  complement  tbc  existing  housing,  which 
Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center  has  entered  into  an  agreement  to  acquire 
(28  Harvard  and  135-137  H.jrrison).   The  roctory  is  a  potential  building 
for  rehabilitation  if  it  i'.  '"so  longer  used  for  religious  purposes. 
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SITE  #6:   HARRISON  -  TYLER 

STREET  BOUNDARIES:   Harrison,  Beach,  Tyler,  Kneeland 

SIZE:   11 ,250  square  feet 

OWNER:   private  owner 

TYPE  OF  HOUSING  PROPOSED:   Family— 2,  3,  A  bedroom 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


This  site  is  presently  a  rectangular  parking  lot  lying  between  some 
warehouses,  stores  and  restaurants.   It  is  in  the  center  of  Chinatown's 
commercial  area,  so  that  shopping,  restaurants  and  the  garment  Industries 
are  very  convenient.   The  Quincy  Community  complex  and  the  YMCA  are  a 
little  farther  away  than  the  other  sites,  although  the  Chinese-American 
Civic  Association  is  closer.   The  site  is  close  to  Beach  Street  and  the 
Essex  MBTA  station. 

SUITABILITY 


This  site  is  the  largest  piece  of  land  remaining  in  the  heart  of 
Chinato>«/n.  While  access  to  shopping  and  transportation  are  advantages, 
the  heavy  noise,  traffic  and  congestion  during  the  day  do  not  maice  this 
site  ideally  suitable  for  family  housing. 
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